ABBA ABBA 


ABBA was first released in Sweden as Polar POLS 
262 on April 21, 1975, Recording sessions began in 
August 1974 and continued until March 1975. The 
album was recorded at Gler, Metronome and Ljud 
kopia studios in Stockholm, Sweden, 


.. The world was listening 
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ABBAS third album, sero tied ABBA, was the LP that iy 
and irevocibly esta te group as a map force on the 
ntemabonal pop mus: scene. Mr showy comin together ad 
ea how to pd ther talents to best use through the prew 
(605 two efforts. Reg Ring and Waterloo, this was where ABBA 
try Bloom for the frst tme. 

The sium was recorded between August 1974 and March 
1975. R was a hectic tme for ABBA, who were fresh aer a busy 
prcmoten schede flown ther vclory wih Waterloo e Ie 
Eurovision Song Contest I November 1974, hey embarked on 
1 e week tor of Denmark, West Germany and Austra, wth 
Norway. Sweden and Feind following n January. 

The ABBA aum was born in between these bps, as we as 
marerous actors assignments: boh Frida and Agnetha were 
recordng solo tere. while Björn and Benny were produce. 
records for several other artists signed to the Polar abet. The 
rit angle othe LP, released as a taster in November 1974, 


wat So Long, The song became a ht in Sweden and West Ger 
‘many, but most other countries dit ready take the song 10 
"es Hearts. some countries, especaly Great Brtan, ABBA 
^ad been branded a "Euros one ht wonder” and they were 
mol rot expected to come up wäh ayang worhwhie. 

The group nest ted ther lock weh | Do, I Do, 1 Do, 1 Do, 
100, released just before the album n e Spring of 1975. Ts 
‘sre also et the British people pretty cod. But in Australa, 
where Waterloo had ready been a sizeatie M, pundemonum 
broke ot 


ABBA had fllmed “promo cos? (nat we today cal videos) tor 
four songs on the aur: | Do, 1 Do, (Do, 1 Do, | Do, SOS, 
‘Mamma Ma and Bang ABoomerang. These were specify 
made for screening in countries where the group needed to do 
le promotion, but which were located too faraway or 
‘ick Inps These four cos, he most of ABRAS videos, were 
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rected by Lasse Halstróm, who was just at the start of Ns 
Career as a successu movie director in Sweden. Since the mich 
19805 he has primariy devoted himself o an international 
career, and is the man behind movies such as My Lie As A Dog. 
The Cider House Rules ond Chocolat. When the fims for 1 Do, I 
Do, Do, 1 Do, | Do and Mamma Ma were shown on the Aus- 
alan television show Countdown, the nation was caught up in 
an ABBA fever. I Do, I Do, I Do, I Do, I Do spent three weeks at 
umber one, which was impressive enough, but it was then 
immediately olone by Mamma Ma, which occupied the top 
pasion for no less than 11 weeks, This was the start of what 
was to become known as “ABBA maria” in Australias. 

1 Do, 1 Do, 1 Do, | Do, I Do drew inspiration trom the Ameri- 
con orchestra leader Bily Vaughan, who sprung to fame in the 
te 19505 wi his sasophoneladen music. That kind of musie 
was a prominent part ol Bjen and Benny musical heritage, and 
it was ot natural that it should fd some kind ol expression on 
an ABBA abu. 


Depending on where you wed the world, SOS was the third 
sni rom the atum. For Björn and Benny, who were always 
very keen to succeed in Great Britain, the song bears especialy 
happy memories. When the single was released in what they 
called the home ot pop music" in the Autumn of 1975, t became 
"her frst major ht since Waterloo, 18 months carter: Many 


As Sch ae 


regard SOS as ABBA's fst try casse single, and certainiy, no- 
one can doubt ts mastery of everything that pop music is sup- 
posed to be about. It was catchy, wekaranged and expertly 
recorded, and Agnetha's pleading lead vocal captured te mag 
maton of a for number of Isteners, 

"incidental, the characteristic gutar and synthesizer fs 
that run throughout he song was something that was added at 
the very last minute, when Bor and Benny were staying back in 
the recording studio late one right. 


The fourth song to be filmed, Bang A Boomerang, had a long 
and convoluted History before it ended up on the ABBA album. 
An early version of the song had been recorded by the group 
drin album sessions. They were not entre sas win ine 
song, however 

When Björn, Benny and Stig were inte to come up with a 
song lor the Swedish selections for the 1975 Eurovision Song 
‘Contest, Ney decided o submit Bang Boomerang, but ony 
alter parts of it had been rewritten. The song was then given to 
Polar Music act Svenne & Lotta, who recorded ths new version 
‘of Bang Boomerang and performed ti the Swedish selec- 
ons. But Svenne & Lotta oniy ished third, and therefore they 
ddr qo on to the European (mas, This meant tat song's 
chances for exposure on an international evel were somewhat 
ernie, ABBA telt was a shame to let a good recording go 


to waste and overdubbed the own vocas on the existing back 
ing track. I was then included on ther new alum. Bg 
Boomerang never became a major ht anywhere but there were 


‘Mamma Ma, wich restored the grouo to the number one poo 
bon on the UK charts. A carus fact abo one of ABBA'S most 
lords songs was that woud never have been released as 4 


“Mamma Mia was number one for no less than 11 weeks” 


many other singles on te album Wat charted somewhere nı te 
word. For instance, a hl year afer the ats release, the 
hunger or aran, ABBA elated was so strong n Austra Pat 
the record company was able to simply fio he Do. 1o, Do, 
Do, 1 Do Stile over and have it chart at over again. The Bede 
Im. Rock Me, reached namber our on the chart 

Rock Me was one of two lead vocas for Bgm on the aum, 
“Te other being Mon h The Máde. Whereas Ihe previous atums 
a featured Ie boys vocals promnenty on several trachs, ths 
as the last ABBA abun to feature more than one lead vocal by 
Bir. At one pont ches as Bem would have three songs 
(eo e ABBA aum. 

A track caled Crazy World, estre vs lead vocas, mas. 
recorded dmg the session, but was imately left offe LP. 
When he group was working on the fourth album, Aral some. 
mere work was made on the track. Crazy Word was fal 
‘leased a5 the Bde of Money, Money, Money at the end of 
1976, has been ich as a bonus Wack on His CD. 

Perhaps the most wellknown ht trom the ABBA am was 


inge e groups Austral record company at the tme, RCA. 
hart demanded it Added to s formate Austral success, 
at also topped the charts e West Germany and Switzerland. 


The ABBA album was originally released n Sweden on Acrt 
21, 1975, and it became the group's fest dy internationa LP 
‘success. N topped the charts in Austro, Sweden, Zimbabwe. 
and Norway, and reached the higher regons in several other 
comes. 

ABBA themselves spent much of the Summer of 1975 tour 
ing the Swedish open ar Solas and preparen material 
o be recorded, At he begerin of May, they recorded the sec- 
‘ond bonus selechon on tes CD, Medie. Pick A Balo OF Cot 
On To Od Smokey Menight Specat was recorded tor a 
West German charity aum enttied Stars km Zeichen Enes Guten 
Sterns. the proceeds ol which went tote bate against cancer 
Ths recording romans the orly ABBA release of matena not 
mitten by any of De group members, and was subsequently 
used for we Bid ol thew 1978 Summer Night Cty ng. e 
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